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We’re halfway through first semester, and we’re proud of the work that our students and teachers have 
done to make the best of hybrid and online learning.  After Thanksgiving break, there will be seven 
weeks of school left in the semester.  That amounts to 14 in-person days for our students on a blended 
schedule.  If your student is concerned with the grades that could be on his/her transcript by the end of 
the semester, please keep in contact with us and your student’s teachers so that we can help. 
 
This is the time of year when many families are thinking about their upcoming holidays like 
Thanksgiving.  Just as it has been with school, it’s likely that your family’s events and traditions will look 
different this year.  Things might be more disappointing or stressful, but with good planning and 
flexibility, it’s still possible to make the best of it.    
 
Much of the focus of school counseling involves helping students make plans.  We help students with 
short-term plans such as improving grades, preparing for tests, working through problems with peers, 
participating in extracurricular activities, and coping with crises.  We help students with long-term plans 
such as preparing for their future education options, careers, and continued mental health.  Seniors are 
making plans for their college applications and admissions, juniors are making plans for their final three 
semesters of high school and setting their post-high school goals, and sophomores and freshmen are 
making plans for exploring interests and earning the best grades they can.   
 
Planning is critical for success, and it’s equally critical to take things as they come, even when they don’t 
go as planned.  One of the best things that we can teach our students is the ability to adapt to things 
that are outside of our control.  This involves developing a self-trust to know that they are prepared and 
capable enough to overcome difficulties.  It also involves avoiding mental time-travel, whether dwelling 
on past mistakes or worrying about what could go wrong in the future.  Our students have already 
shown impressive resilience to this year’s challenges, and if they keep practicing intentional planning 
while being flexible to change, we know that they will be more successful in the end.   
  
Remember that MHS counselors are available to problem-solve with any students.  If your students 
would like to talk for any reason, including school, mental health, peer relationships, or future planning, 
we are happy to help.  Students and parents can make an appointment with us through this link.  We 
can meet in person, through videoconference, or over the phone. 
 
 
 
Diana Hicke, School Counselor for the Class of 2021, Class of 2022 A-G 
Wes Andrews, School Counselor for the Class of 2023, Class of 2022 H-P 
Charlene Jakich, Department Head, School Counselor for the Class of 2024, Class of 2022 Q-Z 
Kayce Gregory, Counseling Center Secretary 
 
  

http://go.oncehub.com/MHSCounselors
mailto:hicked@msd281.org
mailto:andrewsw@msd281.org
mailto:jakichc@msd281.org
mailto:gregoryk@msd281.org


College Applications & the FAFSA.  Diana Hicke will be available in the MHS Library on Wednesday, 
November 18th from 9AM – 12PM and 1PM – 4PM to assist anyone who wants to get organized or make 
progress on their college applications, FAFSA, or scholarship search before the Thanksgiving Break.  
Head on in at your convenience on Wednesday and carve out some time! 
 
Congrats to the many seniors who have submitted their college applications already.  The college 
application and financial aid process can be intimidating, so here are some reminders to help your 
students stay on track:  
 
-Apply Idaho is a way for seniors to apply to every public college and university in Idaho for free.  To 
apply, students will need their State ID number, which is available on their transcripts; students can also 
contact the counseling office if they need this number.  See Ms. Hicke for more help regarding Apply 
Idaho. 
- The FAFSA, or Free Application for Federal Student Aid, opened for submission on October 1st.  This 
form is required for all students who want to be considered for any form of federal aid, including work 
study, and it is also required to be considered for many scholarship opportunities.   
-Many schools and universities use “Priority” Deadlines (also called “Early Action” deadlines) to give full 
consideration for financial aid.  Remember, even if you miss the priority deadline, you can still apply! 
 
Here are some regional Priority Deadlines:  
November 15, 2020: University of Montana 
November 15, 2020: University of Washington 
November 15, 2020: College of Idaho 
December 1, 2020: University of Idaho 
December 1, 2020: Gonzaga University 
January 31, 2021: Washington State University  
January 31, 2021: Western Washington University 
February 1, 2021: Eastern Washington University 
February 1, 2021: Oregon State University 
February 15, 2021: Boise State University 
March 1, 2021: Lewis-Clark State College 
March 1, 2021: College of Southern Idaho 
May 1, 2021: North Idaho College 
June 1, 2021: College of Eastern Idaho 
July 31, 2021: College of Western Idaho 
 
 
Hybrid / Remote Change Requests for 2nd Semester.  On or before December 4th, parents will need to 
notify the school if they wish to move their child from the Hybrid model to the Online-Only model or 
vice versa four 2nd Semester, which begins February 2nd.  This early notification will allow us to plan 
appropriately for teacher placement and class size equalization.  The school district is currently are 
working in the COVID-19 Pandemic Committees to provide additional information that will help in your 
decision-making.  Much of the information developed will address how our schools will look if we move 
to a Four-Day Face-to-Face model. Currently, we expect to continue the Online-Only model through the 
remainder of the school year. 
 
 

https://apply.nextsteps.idaho.gov/
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa


SAT Results.  On October 14th, 122 seniors took the SAT at MHS.  Among these seniors, the average 
score was 1130 (576 in Evidence-Based Reading & Writing plus 554 in Math).  These are very high scores 
relative to this year’s statewide average of 980 (500 in Evidence-Based Reading & Writing plus 480 in 
Math).  Students can find their scores by going to this Online Score Report link.  PSAT results will be 
available by the beginning of December. 
 
 
Dual Credit Withdrawal Deadline.  The deadline to withdraw from a UI Dual Credit course is December 
4th, 2020.  If a student withdraws, he/she will have a “W” on their UI transcript and will need to pay for 
the next dual credit course attempted before Advanced Opportunities state funding can again be used 
to pay for Dual Credit Courses. 
 
College Admissions Exams.  Taking the SAT or ACT is required to graduate from high school in Idaho.   
Our juniors will all take the SAT at MHS on April 13th, but if students would like to take it more than 
once, and/or take the ACT, then these are the dates to keep in mind: 
 
SAT    MHS Code: 130415 

SAT Date Registration Deadline Late Deadline (add $30) 

March 13, 2021 February 12, 2021 March 2, 2021 

May 8, 2021 April 8, 2021 April 27, 2021 

June 5, 2021 May 6, 2021 May 26, 2021 

 
ACT    MHS Code: 130415 

SAT Date Registration Deadline Late Deadline (add $30) 

February 6, 2021 January 8, 2021 January 15, 2021 

April 17, 2021 March 12, 2021 March 26, 2021 

June 12, 2021 May 7, 2021 May 21, 2021 

 
The SAT costs $49.50, and the SAT with Essay costs $64.50.  The ACT costs $46.00, and the ACT with 
Writing costs $62.50.  Fee waivers are available for students who qualify for free or reduced lunch. 
Please see your counselor if you need a fee waiver for the SAT, ACT, or for college applications. 
 
 
Sophomore Survey.  We surveyed the sophomore class to gauge how things were going for them so far.  
They gave us a lot of feedback regarding online learning, the hybrid schedule, communication from staff, 
sports and activities, class availability, and the infrastructure of the school.  The results were positive 
overall, especially considering our challenges this year.  Here are the results of the fixed-scale questions: 
93.5% agreed that “MHS is a place where people care about one another.” 
88.5% agreed that “I feel that I belong at MHS.” 
93.5% agreed “My teachers care about me.” 
79.6% agreed that “My teachers encourage me to get involved in activities.” 
74.0% agreed that “I have a lot of choices in what I learn.” 
91.1% agreed that “The staff at MHS encourages me to graduate and go on to further education.” 
88.6% agreed that “I feel supported and respected at MHS.” 
 
 
 

https://studentscores.collegeboard.org/home
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat
https://www.act.org/
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/
https://www.act.org/


Breakfast and Lunch.  All Moscow School District students can get breakfast and lunch at school free of 
charge right now.  It is not certain how long this federal program will continue, but we are thankful for a 
quick and easy way to feed our students.  Students can also get a lunch on Wednesdays and their off-
school weekdays at Lena Whitmore or via the school lunch bus routes.  
 
 
 
The MHS Weekend Food Backpack Program: MHS also has a weekend backpack program. Students are 
given a backpack full of food to bring home for the weekend. The program is confidential. If you would 
like for your student(s) to receive a weekend backpack, please contact Diana Hicke at 208-882-2591 or 
hicked@msd281.org.  
 
 
The MHS Food Pantry is stocked full of food and available at no charge to any family with students in 
the district.  We are thankful for our partnership with the Idaho Food Bank and local donors.  The pantry 
is open for Drop In’s- just call ahead to make sure someone can walk you through. We also have the 
following set times: 
November 18, 2020 from 11 AM – 1 PM 
December 16, 2020 from 11 AM – 1 PM 
January 27, 2021 from 11 AM – 1 PM 
February 24, 2021 from 11 AM – 1 PM 
March 31, 2021 from 11 AM – 1 PM 
April 28, 2021 from 11 AM – 1 PM 
May 26, 2021 from 11 AM – 1 PM 
 
 

https://www.msd281.org/parent_resources/meals_bus_route_locations
mailto:hicked@msd281.org

